
 

 

 
APPROVED 1-19-16        WRIGHT COUNTY BOARD 
          MINUTES 
          JANUARY 12, 2016 
           
The Wright County Board met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Husom, Sawatzke, Daleiden, Potter and Borrell 
present. 
 
MINUTES 
Borrell moved to approve the 1-05-16 County Board Minutes as presented, seconded by Daleiden. The motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
AGENDA 
Potter added Items For Consideration E, “Met Council Urban Boundaries.”  Daleiden moved to approve the Agenda 
as amended. The motion was seconded by Husom carried 5-0. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
On a motion by Potter, seconded by Husom, all voted to approve the Consent Agenda: 
A. ADMINISTRATION  
 1. Approve MCIT 2016 Property Casualty & Workers Compensation Insurance Renewal for a total of 
  $1,120,458.   
B.  AUDITOR/TREASURER  
 1.     Approve Renewal of 2016 Tobacco Licenses for: City of Albertville: EBACCO, LLC.  
C.  AUDITOR/TREASURER  
 1.     Approve Claims as Listed in the Abstract, Subject to Audit, for a Total of $1,956,661.80 with 140  
  Vendors and 190 Transactions.  
D.  HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES  
 1.     Position Replacements: 
          A.     Social Worker 
          B.     Financial Worker 
          C.     Financial Worker 
          D.     Financial Worker  
E.  SHERIFF'S OFFICE  
 1.     Position Replacements: 
         A.     Two Deputy Positions 
   
TIMED AGENDA ITEMS 
 
BOB HIIVALA – AUDITOR/TREASURER 
Approve Engagement Letter for 2015 Audit Services by the Office of the State Auditor. 
Hiivala presented an Engagement Letter with the State Auditor’s Office for 2015 Audit Services for a one-year 
period (2016).  In the recent past, CliftonLarsonAllen has performed audit services for Wright County because of 
cost.  However, the State Auditor’s Office has not released Wright County from this service in 2015.  Recent 
changes in law require the County to declare to the State Auditor by June, 2016 a request to be released for the 
2017 audit.  Another formality is that the State Auditor’s Office is requesting an audit entrance meeting and an 
audit exit meeting.  It was the consensus that the Board can convey the County’s budgeted figure for the audit to 
the State Auditor representatives during that meeting.  Daleiden moved to approve the Engagement Letter with 
the Office of the State Auditor for 2015 Audit Services.  The motion was seconded by Husom and carried 5-0. 
 
Hiivala requested a Committee Of The Whole Meeting with the State Auditor’s Office for an Audit Entrance 
Meeting.  Borrell made a motion to schedule the Meeting for 1-26-16 at 10:30 A.M., seconded by Husom.  The 
motion carried 5-0. 
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Adopt Resolution Awarding Sale of General Obligation Capital Improvement Plan Bonds, Series 2016A. 
Terry Heaton, Springsted, said a bond sale was held on 1-11-16 for $7,040,000 in General Obligation Capital 
Improvement Plan Bonds, Services 2016A, for funding the new Highway Department Building Project.  Eight bids 
were received, with the low bid from Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc. The County holds an AA+ Standard & Poor’s 
Rating.  The bonds received a 2.2462% true interest rate, which is 67 basis points lower than estimated a month 
ago at 2.91%.  This saves about $500,000 in interest costs.  Another strategical move in bonding for this project 
involved two bond issuances.  In total, $16,610,000 was issued overall for this project which is about $400,000 less 
than anticipated.  At the recommendation of Heaton, Daleiden moved to adopt Resolution #16-03 awarding the 
sale of General Obligation Capital Improvement Plan Bonds, Series 2016A, in the original aggregate principal 
amount of $6,875,000 to Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Husom and carried 5-0 on 
a roll call vote. 
 
Approve Fiscal Agency Agreement Regarding Capital Improvement Plan Bonds, Series 2016A. 
Daleiden moved to approve the Agreement with Associated Trust Company, National Association, Green Bay, 
Wisconsin.  The motion was seconded by Potter and carried 5-0. 
 
Approve Rinke Noonan 2016 Retainer Agreement Renewal. 
Rinke Noonan has been on retainer for ditch items since 2012.  Borrell moved to approve the Agreement Renewal 
with Rinke Noonan for 2016, seconded by Daleiden.  It was agreed that the retainer of $200/month is a 
phenomenal deal for Wright County.  The motion carried 5-0. 
 
Approve Contract for Indirect Cost Allocation Plan Preparation with De Novo Consulting Solutions, LLC. 
Maximus has provided Indirect Cost Allocation Plan preparation for Wright County for many years.  One of their 
employees started their own company and a quote was submitted to Wright County.  The cost for Maximus is 
$5,800 for three years, and the cost received from De Novo Consulting Services is $4,495 for three years.  On a 
motion by Daleiden, second by Husom, all voted to approve contracting with De Novo Consulting Solutions, LLC for 
the Indirect Cost Allocation Plan Preparation at a cost of $4,495 for 2015, 2016, and 2017.   
 
Approve Two (2) $150 Change Funds for the Parks Department. 
Hiivala requested the Board approve two already established change funds the Parks Department has in the 
amount of $150 each.  Borrell moved to approve the change funds, seconded by Daleiden, and carried 5-0. 
 
Approve November Revenue/Expenditure Budget Report. 
Daleiden moved to approve the November Revenue/Expenditure Budget Report, seconded by Borrell, and carried 
5-0. 
 
SEAN RILEY, PLANNING & ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
1.    Accept the findings and recommendation of the Planning Commission to accept the zoning amendments as 
follows: 
 
ADD THE FOLLOWING TO SECTION 762.2 Solar Energy Farms Requirements and Standards:  
Solar Energy Farms and Systems will be considered by the Planning Commission on restricted parcels of land zoned 
General Agricultural (AG).   
 
ADD THE FOLLOWING TO SECTION 762.3   Solar Energy Systems Requirements and Standards 
Solar Energy Systems will be considered by the Planning Commission on restricted parcels of land zoned General 
Agricultural (AG). 
 
Riley said the areas most impacted by the proposed Zoning Ordinance amendments are located southeast and 
north of Buffalo (Buffalo Township, Rockford Township, Franklin Township, Woodland Township, Monticello 
Township, Maple Lake Township, Otsego, St. Michael and a small area by South Haven).  The amendment relates 
to making an exception to allow solar farms on restricted agricultural land.  Husom said a question voiced by one 
of her townships is why solar farms would be allowed on restricted agricultural land but other uses are not.  
Considerable discussion occurred on the 1 per 40 entitlement in the Ordinance and how land use is restricted 
when a portion of the land is mortgaged.  Also discussed was whether solar energy systems would remove prime 
crop land from production.  Borrell said solar farms may actually protect land from being changed into other uses 
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such as housing.  It was agreed that there are unknowns moving forward.  Husom supported moving forward 
cautiously.  The Aurora Project, regulated by the State, may not have resulted in the best experience for Buffalo 
Township so the Township has voiced concern with the proposed changes to the Ordinance.  Daleiden understands 
people wanting to use their property how they see fit, but wants to assure that changes will not affect other 
property owners or set a precedence for other types of requests.  Discussion also included cell towers, setbacks 
from neighboring properties, property uses, and the unknown of how many solar energy projects will be 
requested. 
 
Sawatzke questioned whether staff could provide additional information to the Board.  He suggested a study of 
one quarter of a township to show the impacts from the proposed amendments to the Ordinance.  Riley said they 
could develop a database which would include the amount of restricted land and number of entitlements.   
 
Gordy Simonson, Solar Stone, referenced a proposed project in Cokato Township that he is involved with.  He has 
met or been in contact with 17 of the 18 townships in Wright County.  He said only one of the townships voiced 
dissention.  He did not view that the requests for solar energy farms would be excessive.  Projects are required to 
be within Xcel Energy’s footprint, which is primarily located along Highway 12 and I-94.  Relative to the proposed 
project in Cokato, Solar Stone’s facility must be ¼ mile from the transmission line.  Xcel substations have limited 
capacity, and upgrades to substations are expensive.  It was discussed that the cost of upgrade could be through a 
developer, Xcel Energy, or the government.  Sawatzke said the number of inquiries in the past couple of years has 
been substantial given solar energy farms were not on the radar several years ago.  He said substations can be 
changed and it is reasonable that the increase in capacity at the substation could be subsidized, potentially by a 
third party.   
 
Borrell referenced how solar farms will allow land to remain prime farm land, will be environmentally friendly 
(vegetative cover), and will generate solar tax revenue for the County and the township involved.  He said the 
Planning Commission will vet requests and impose restrictions or setbacks as necessary.   
 
Daleiden moved to table this issue to the 1-19-16 County Board Meeting to allow for additional review, seconded 
by Husom, carried 5-0.  Staff from the Planning & Zoning Office will present information at the next meeting on 
Solar Energy Farms.   
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
APPOINTMENTS TO THE GREAT RIVER REGIONAL LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Daleiden moved to appoint Wayne Bauernschmitt (Albion Township) to the GRRL Board of Trustees for a three-
year term.  The motion was seconded by Borrell and carried 5-0.  The Board reaffirmed the appointments of Dan 
Bravinder (Cokato Township) and Jim Shovelain (St. Michael) through 12-31-16.   
 
CANCEL BOARD MEETING IN MONTHS WITH FIVE TUESDAYS (MARCH, MAY, AUGUST, NOVEMBER) 
Husom made a motion to cancel the 3-15-16 County Board Meeting due to the occurrence of five Tuesdays in 
March.  The motion was seconded by Borrell and carried 5-0.   
 
Discussion occurred on the months of May, August, and November.  It was suggested that this topic be laid over to 
a future meeting for additional information on the date of the May AMC Conference.   
 
DNR BUFFER MAPPING WEBINAR, 1-20-16 @ 9:30 A.M. 
Husom moved to authorize attendance at the DNR Buffer Mapping Webinar which will be held in Room C118 at 
the Government Center.  The motion was seconded by Potter and carried 5-0.  Township Officers will be invited to 
this meeting. 
 
AUTHORIZE ATTENDANCE, WRIGHT COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 2015 ANNUAL MEETING 
& AWARD CEREMONY, 1-15-16 
Potter moved to authorize attendance, seconded by Husom, and carried 5-0. 
 
MET COUNCIL URBAN BOUNDARIES MEETING 
Potter moved to authorize attendance at the Meeting on 1-21-16 at 4:00 P.M. in Albertville.  The motion was 
seconded by Husom and carried unanimously. 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE / ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES 
1. Owners Committee.  Potter said the Owners Committee approved change orders that were critical and 

within the dollar amount that the Committee can approve.    The Owners Committee Minutes will be 
presented at a future date for Board approval. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:33 A.M. 


