
 

 
 
APPROVED 2-02-16        WRIGHT COUNTY BOARD 
          MINUTES 
          JANUARY 26, 2016 
           
The Wright County Board met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Husom, Sawatzke, Daleiden, Potter and Borrell 
present. 
 
 Husom moved, seconded by Daleiden, to approve the 1-19-16 County Board Minutes as presented. The motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
 Daleiden moved, seconded by Potter, to approve the Agenda as presented, and carried 5-0. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
On a motion by Borrell, seconded by Husom, all voted to approve the Consent Agenda: 
ADMINISTRATION 
1.  Refer To Personnel Committee Revisions To Wright County Personnel Policy 512 Personal 
 Appearance Of Employees 
AUDITOR/TREASURER 
1.  Approve Claims As Listed In The Abstract, Subject To Audit, For A Total Of $377,214.54 With 115  Vendors 
 And 178 Transactions. 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
1.  Position Replacement 
 A. Accounting Clerk 
 B. Office Technician I 
 C. Social Worker 
 
TIMED AGENDA ITEMS 
 

BOB HIIVALA, AUDITOR/TREASURER 
Approve City Of Monticello Tax Forfeit Land Resolution 
Potter moved to adopt Resolution 16-05, Recommending that the Minnesota Commissioner of Revenue Convey to 
the City of Monticello Tax Forfeit Property PID # 155-183-000010. Daleiden seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously on a roll call vote. 
 
TIM DAHL, RISK MANAGER 
Request Permission To Attend An Out Of State Conference June 5th-8th, 2016 
Lee Kelly, County Coordinator, explained that this conference by the Public Risk Management Association was 
approved for the 2016 Administration budget. Dahl said he will report back upon his return. Potter moved, 
seconded by Husom, to approve the request, and the motion carried 5-0. 
 
MARC MATTICE, DIRECTOR OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
Adopt Three Separate Resolutions Authorizing Signatures Of Contract And Agreements Related To Grant Awards 
Through The Parks And Trails Legacy Program 
Mattice said the Wright County Parks Commission authorized him to apply for grants through the Greater 
Minnesota Parks and Trails Commission in October 2015. The Parks Commission recommended funding the three 
projects. The DNR requested that the Wright County Board adopt the three following Resolutions to authorize 
Mattice to sign contracts on behalf of these projects. The County Board has authorized Mattice to do so on other 
projects in the past.  
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A. Bertram Chain Of Lakes Phase 10 – Acquisition 
Mattice said this project involves finishing the passive use areas of the park. Daleiden moved, 
seconded by Potter, to adopt Resolution 16-06 authorizing Mattice to apply for funding and execute 
contracts on behalf of the Phase 10 Acquisition of Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park. Potter and 
Sawatzke commended Mattice and Parks staff for an outstanding effort. Potter said Wright County 
Parks has been awarded a little more than $2.8 million in funding. The Resolution passed with a 
unanimous roll call vote.  

 
B. Bertram Chain Of Lakes Phase 1 – Development 

Mattice said Parks received a $700,000 funding recommendation and acceptance from the DNR. This 
Resolution is exactly the same as the previous Resolution, except that it is for a different Phase of the 
project. Mattice said the County has $200,000 in the Capital Improvement Plan Fund for 2016 and 
2017. The grant will expire after 2017. Mattice said the grant will go toward changing cabins at the 
beach, restrooms, road work, the picnic shelter, rental chalet, septic system, and utilities. Mattice 
said the changing areas were partly funded by the YMCA. The County will use the YMCA portion of 
approximately $100,000 as part of the required matching funds. Borrell moved, seconded by 
Daleiden, to adopt Resolution 16-07 authorizing Marc Mattice to apply for funding and execute 
contracts on behalf of Phase 1 - Development of Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park. The 
Resolution passed 5-0 on a roll call vote.  

  
C.  Robert Ney Park – Outdoor Recreation/Environmental Specialist 

 Mattice said Parks was awarded a grant for an Outdoor Recreation / Environmental Specialist. Half of 
the funds for this position will be awarded in the State Fiscal Year 2016, which started last July. The 
other half will be awarded in FY 2017. Mattice said there will be two grant agreements for this 
position. The Resolution presented today is for the first half of the funding. He will bring the 
Resolution for 2017 grant funds after the legislative session. Mattice said no County dollars are 
involved.   
 

 Mattice said he partnered with Stearns County to make this a regional program. This will be a 
prototype for Greater Minnesota for building partnerships to connect people to the outdoors. He 
plans to have someone hired for this position by July or August of this year. The position will be based 
out of Ney Park, but will also do programing along the North Fork of the Crow River, Collinwood, Ney, 
Otsego, and Bertram Parks, as well as Stearns County parks. Daleiden moved, seconded by Potter, to 
adopt Resolution 16-08 authorizing Marc Mattice to apply for funding and execute contracts for the 
Recreational / Environmental Program Specialist Position project. The Resolution passed 5-0 on a roll 
call vote. 

 
Update On Demolition, Removal And Cleanup Of Allone Potter’s Life Estate At Robert Ney Regional Park. 
Acknowledge Estimates, Discuss Alternatives And Take Appropriate Actions. 
Mattice said in December 2015 the County Board authorized no more than $15,000 for the demolition and 
removal of the house, garage, and outbuildings on this property.  Two estimates were obtained. Mattice said they 
amount to $29,500 and $28,100.  
 
Discussion ensued regarding other options to remove the buildings and materials. Mattice said only one shed will 
remain. There is about 700 cubic yards of demolition material on the property. Potter moved to authorize Mattice 
to proceed with the lowest bidder. Borrell seconded. Sawatzke asked Mattice to obtain additional bids. Potter 
amended the motion to authorize Mattice to obtain additional bids and proceed with the lowest one. Borrell 
seconded, and the motion carried 5-0. Kelly said he recommended funding the additional money required from the 
Professional Services 100 budget item. 
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January 11, 2016 Wright County Parks Commission Meeting Minutes 
Mattice presented the 1-11-16 Parks Commission Meeting Minutes. No action was requested. 
 
Daleiden said recently there have been rumors about a lawsuit against the DNR regarding their drainage work at 
Pelican Lake.  Apparently someone was saying the DNR had no right to do so. Daleiden said he has been assured 
that there is no truth to that rumor whatsoever. 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION - NONE 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE / ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES 
Second Annual Region 7W Transportation Committee 
Potter said the Second Annual Region 7W Transportation Committee met with St. Michael and Albertville city 
leaders on 1-21-16 to go over future plans for the region. The Metropolitan Council maps indicate potential 
expansion of the urbanized boundary in the next ten years, which could possibly affect the City of Monticello. 
Potter said this is not certain, but depends on population growth and how the Federal Government views the 
situation. He will make the information available to anyone who is interested, and will pass it on to Monticello City 
Administrator Jeff O’Neill. 
 
Great River Regional Library Board 
Potter said the Library Board met recently regarding negotiations. They reached an agreement, which will be sent 
to the rank and file to vote. 
 
Central Minnesota Mental Health Center Board 
Husom said the Central Minnesota Mental Health Center Board met last night. They distributed a strategic plan. 
The new director will begin 2-01-16. She said the meeting was positive. Sawatzke said over the last three months, 
there has been a $500,000 increase in their cash balance. The issue with the new billing system appears to be 
resolved. 
 
DNR Buffer Mapping Initiative Webinar 
Sawatzke said that Husom, Borrell and he attended the DNR Buffer Mapping Initiative Webinar on 1-20-16. He 
said judging from the information received, this will be a large endeavor, and will create work for the County, the 
DNR, and the Soil and Water Conservation District. Sawatzke explained that all public ditches will need a 16.5 foot 
buffer ditch, regardless of whether redetermination has occurred or not. The DNR will send out a map in a few 
months. Sawatzke said the webinar will be available soon on either the DNR or the Minnesota Board of Water and 
Soil Resources website. 
 
Wright County Historical Society 
Sawatzke said the Historical Society has a new curator, Lori Nohner. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:34 A.M. 


