
 
 
APPROVED 6-07-16        WRIGHT COUNTY BOARD 
          MINUTES 
          MAY 24, 2016 
           
The Wright County Board met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Husom, Sawatzke, Daleiden, Potter and Borrell 
present.  
 
MINUTES 
Potter moved to approve the 5-17-16 County Board Minutes, seconded by Borrell.  The motion was amended to 
include the following change to the Minutes:  Page 7, last paragraph, 2nd to last line, sentence should read, “Potter 
questions whether the two remodel options provide a good value to the taxpayers because of the limited time 
periods.”  Borrell seconded the motion and it carried 5-0. 
 
AGENDA  
Husom moved to approve the Agenda as presented, seconded by Potter, and carried 5-0. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Borrell moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Potter.  The motion carried 5-0: 
A.  ADMINISTRATION  

1.     Madden, Galanter & Hansen, Claim $1,184.63  
B.  ADMINISTRATION  

1.     Schedule Sealed Bid Opening For Exterior Lighting Retrofits RFP on 6-21-16 at 9:30 A.M.  
C.  ATTORNEY  

1.     Approve and Authorize Signatures on Abatement Fee Agreement with Burda’s Towing, Inc. 
D. AUDITOR/TREASURER  

1.     Approve Renewal of Annual Off-Sale 3.2 Malt Liquor License for Hasty Truck Stop, Inc. DBA 
Olsons Truck Stop  

E. AUDITOR/TREASURER  
1.     Approve Claims as Listed in the Abstract, Subject to Audit, for a Total of $1,218,516.53 with 232 

Vendors and 388 Transactions  
F. AUDITOR/TREASURER  

1.     Refer to Personnel Committee (5/25/16) Request to Hire Assistant Finance Director 
(Auditor/Treasurer Department) Above 12 of Beginning Hiring Range  

G. PLANNING & ZONING  
1.     ARLENE LITFIN/GERALD G. LITFIN – (Franklin Twp.) Planning Commission 

unanimously recommends approval of the rezoning of 11.5 acres of the property from AG 
Agricultural and S-2 Residential-Recreational Shoreland to A/R Agricultural-Residential and S-2 
Residential-Recreational Shoreland.  

 
TIMED AGENDA ITEMS 
 
RON GREDER, EXTENSION EDUCATOR FOR CONSUMER HORTICULTURE & AGRICULTURE  
Recognize The Russell & Sharon Martie Family, Selected By The University Of Minnesota Extension, As The Farm 
Family In Wright County For 2016  
The University of Minnesota Extension Service annually selects a Wright County Farm Family.  The selection is 
based on the contributions to agriculture and to community.  Greder said for 2016, the Russell and Sharon Martie 
Family were selected and introduced Russell and Sharon Martie.  The Marties have been farming since 1972 and 
run the Marties Farm Stores (Monticello, Elk River, and St. Francis).  They are actively involved in their community.  
Russell serves on the Silver Creek Township Board and Sharon works with hospice.  They have been foster parents 
to around 200 children in 28 years, and have adopted 9 of them.  The Marties were congratulated.  Russell Martie 
then provided information on his other initiatives including making bio diesel fuel, creating a subsurface irrigation 
system, and the process of injecting fertilizer and oxygen to assist with plant growth.  The initiatives have resulted 
in substantial savings and crop yields, as well as a significant reduction in water use.  The Marties will host a field 
day on 7-21-16 at 3:00 P.M. to highlight the subsurface irrigation system. 
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Connie Carlson, Local Roots Food Coop and Crow River Food Council.  Carlson provided information on the Power 
of Produce Program works with youth to introduce them to locally grown food.  It is a community supported 
Program sponsored and maintained by volunteers and businesses.  The Program will be held at the Monticello 
Farmers Market on Thursdays from 3:30 – 7:00 PM from July 14 – September 29, 2016.   
 
BOB HIIVALA, AUDITOR/TREASURER  
Approve 1 Day to 4 Day Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for Clearwater Lions 
Potter moved to approve, seconded by Daleiden, and carried 5-0. 
 
Approve Requests for Redetermination on County Ditch 22, County Ditch 31, and County Ditch 13 
County Ditch 22 and 31 are located in Woodland Township, and County Ditch 13 is located in Buffalo Township.  
Hiivala stated the goal is to address a systematic order on redeterminations.  Mike Young, County Drainage 
Inspector, held informational meetings with benefited land owners but that list doesn’t represent all who benefit 
from the systems.   
 
In the past, Ron Ringquist has been utilized as a Ditch Viewer.  However, the County may need to seek services 
elsewhere due to his limited availability.  Discussion followed on potential partial or full abandonment of ditches 
and a cost/benefit analysis.  Hiivala stated that if the current benefited listings do not reflect the current benefited 
landowners the Board, as Drainage Authority, should order a redetermination.  Listings in areas that have not 
experienced growth may be close on reflecting who the benefited landowners are.  However, there could be 
property owners that tiled and did not inform the County.   
 
Daleiden moved to direct Hiivala to explore options for Ditch Viewers and abandonment.  This should include a 
quick overview of Ditch 13 and whether it should be redetermined.  The motion was seconded by Husom and 
carried 5-0.   
 
Approve April Revenue/Expenditure Budget Report 
The Boarding of Prisoners line item was increased last year from $150,000 to $450,000 due to surrounding 
counties boarding prisoners at the Wright County Jail.  Through April, the line item was at $227,500.  Potter made 
a motion to approve the April Revenue/Expenditure Budget Report, seconded by Husom.  The motion carried 5-0.   
 
VIRGIL HAWKINS, HIGHWAY ENGINEER 
Discuss & Approve 5-05-16 Owners Committee Minutes & Act On Proposed Change Orders & Recommendations 
Potter moved to approve the 5-05-16 Owners Committee Minutes and recommendations, seconded by Daleiden.  
Discussion followed on the size of hose reels.  Hawkins explained that that the specifications did not call out the 
size but ¾” will be used.  Potter added that Brian Jans, Highway Department, is working to get this resolved.  
Hawkins will follow up to assure the County is not funding a change order.  The motion carried 5-0.  The Owners 
Committee Minutes follow: 

The meeting was brought to order immediately following a tour of the new facilities of the Highway 
Department that began at 10:30 a.m.   

 
1. Project Update [Attachment 1]  
Francois handed out a summary of a four-month schedule and reviewed the various items as listed.   
 
2. Bids Received for Joint Sealants and Fencing [Attachments 2 & 3] 
Francois received three quotes each for joint sealants and fencing.  The lowest quote ($60,540) received for 
joint sealants from Waumandee Creek Sealants of Fountain City, Wisconsin, was about twice the amount 
budgeted, because the quote included sealing the cracks in the concrete flooring, which was not included in 
the original estimate.  The quote was approximately $32,000 higher than anticipated because of this.  There 
was discussion about whether or not it would be beneficial to split out the floors and walls to see if two 
separate quotes from different contractors would result more favorable prices, and whether or not joint 
sealing of the floors was necessary.  Francois will email information showing the breakdown of these two 
separate but similar projects before a recommendation is made. 
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5-05-16 Owners Committee Minutes (cont.): 
Three quotes were also received for fencing, and the lowest quote ($50,605) was from Century Fence 
Company of Forest Lake, Minnesota.  This price doesn’t include the alternates, and both Sawatzke and Potter 
agreed to recommend that this quote be accepted.        
 
3. Change Order Update [Attachment 4]:   
There were a total of four change orders presented.  PCO #134 ($3,833) was discussed, and Francois sketched 
on white board why this change to the handrails on the mezzanine was needed.  PCO #162 ($1,690) is to add a 
control valve to a compressed air line that will make for easier shutoff to help prevent spills.  PCO #178 
($5,371) is to add 29 bolt-down bollards in the vehicle storage area to protect the columns, a request that the 
Highway Department initiated.    PCO #179 ($10,542) is for a second coat of concrete sealer on the floor in the 
wash bay (approximately $1,000) and on half of the concrete floor in the vehicle storage area (approximately 
$9,500) where the plows park.  The dollar amount total of change orders presented was $21,436, and both 
Sawatzke and Potter recommended accepting all of them. 
 
4. Budget Review 
The committee reviewed the overall project budget [Attachment 5] and discussed several items.  $25,000 has 
been set aside for aggregate base around the building, but this number won’t be pinned down until the 
crushing is done.  It is possible that the cost could be lower than the budget estimate.  The estimated budget 
amount for the monument sign is also $25,000, but Francois is currently seeking quotes and expects that the 
quotes will also be less than the budget projection.  There was discussion of the allowances set aside for 
racking, welding equipment, and work benches, and though the cost is likely to be less than the budget 
allowance, the final numbers are not yet in.  There is an potential increase in cost to the hose reels, which 
need to be upsized from 3/8” to 1/2" or 5/8”.  Allowances for SAC/WAC fees (allowance of $15,000) and a site 
survey for the parking lot ($12,500) were discussed.  The survey will be done by Wright County personnel if 
staff is available.   Francois will provide a breakdown of the remaining funds under ‘general conditions’ at the 
next committee meeting.  Braun Intertec will be contacted to inspect welds in the wash bay area and issue a 
report on their condition.             
 
5. Other:   
The construction and completion of clean-up is estimated to be done by the end of May/early June, at which 
time installation of furniture/racking/shelving can begin.  The proposed schedule is for furniture and IT 
equipment to start moving to the building by June 1; the parking lot will be paved by June 13; and the move 
can begin by July 1, 2016.     
   
The next meeting will be held on June 2, 2016 at 10:30 a.m.   

(End of 5-05-16 Owners Committee Minutes) 
 
SEAN RILEY, PLANNING & ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
Update On Solar Farm Work Group 
Riley said the Solar Farm Work Group will meet on 5-27-16 at 10:00 A.M.  He contacted the parties that had 
expressed interest in serving on this Work Group and most are able to attend.  Mike Bravinder will fill one of the 
Planning Commission positions on the Committee.  At this time there are 15 potential members: 
 2 Commissioners  
 2 Planning Commission Members 
 5 Representatives of the Private Solar Industry 
 1 Wright Hennepin Representative 
 2 Township Board Representatives 
 1 City Council Member 
 2 Residents 
 
The Work Group will meet every other Friday for two months.  Schedule adjustments will be made as needed.  
Riley will send out an Agenda which will include an update on the issue and sharing what is hoped to be 
accomplished.  Sawatzke asked whether the County has received response from Enel Green Power on the Aurora 
Project in Buffalo Township.  Lee Kelly, County Coordinator, was notified that the County will receive written 
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response in 10 days.  He anticipates bringing this to the next County Board Meeting.  This was provided as an 
informational item.   
 
MARC MATTICE, PARKS & RECREATION 
Review & Take Action On Park Commission Recommendations From The 5-09-16 Wright County Parks Commission 

Meeting: 
 
A) Acceptance/Adoption, Wright County Parks and Recreation Department’s 2016 Strategic Plan Update 

Daleiden moved to accept the Wright County Parks and Recreation Department’s 2016 Strategic Plan Update, 
seconded by Borrell, and carried 5-0. 

 
B) Approval To Proceed To Establish Partnerships Related To Parcel Acquisition In Rockford 

The County was approached by a Wright County citizen interested in selling a parcel with Crow River frontage.  
Brad Harrington, Parks Coordinator, said the Parks Commission is requesting Board approval to explore the 
opportunity and look at a partnerships with the City of Rockford, Rockford Township and possibly Franklin 
Township. The property does not touch existing Wright County Parks.  Crow Springs is the closest at about 9 
miles.  Harrington provided an overview of a map of the area.  Potter moved to proceed with preliminary 
discussion on the potential partnership on this project.  The motion was seconded by Daleiden and carried 5-0. 
 

Approve Request For $9,000 To Purchase A Small Parcel Of Land Near Bertram Chain Of Lakes Regional Park, In 
Partnership With The City of Monticello, & Authorize The Parks Department To Complete The Acquisition 
 
The Bertram Chain of Lakes Advisory Board is recommending to the Wright County Board and City of Monticello to 
work with a landowner to purchase a parcel (approximately 3 acres) near Bertram Chain of Lakes Regional Park.  
The cost would be $18,000 split between the County and City of Monticello ($9,000 each).  Harrington provided a 
map of the area.  This is one of two parcels located inside of Bertram Park owned by private parties.  Daleiden 
moved to approve the purchase contingent upon approve by the City of Monticello.  The motion was seconded by 
Potter.  Sawatzke said purchase of the parcel will allow hiking along the lake without trespassing.  He stated there 
may be minimal fees associated with survey and filing fees.  Kelly inquired as to the funding source.  It was the 
consensus that the funding source be placed on the next County Board Consent Agenda for approval.  The motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
5-17-16 BUILDING COMMITTEE MINUTES 
The following change was made to the Building Committee Minutes:  Page 1, Others Present, change to “R. Borell.”  
Since the time of the Building Committee Meeting, it was learned that Larson Associates is unavailable so other 
options will be reviewed.  This will be discussed at the 5-25-16 Building Committee Meeting.  Husom said she will 
abstain from the vote as she is related to Larson.  Potter made a motion to approve the 5-25-16 Building 
Committee Minutes as revised, seconded by Daleiden, carried 4-0 with Husom abstaining.  The 5-25-16 Building 
Committee Minutes follow: 

I. Public Works Building Deferred Maintenance & Remodel 
Wilczek provided an introductory overview summary of budget pricing pulled from the 2014 Master Plan 
Design Study for the Wright County Public Works Department as created by HCM Architects.  In that outline, a 
number of projects were identified as deferred maintenance on the building shell as well as projects needing 
attention for safety & health concerns.  Steve Jobe presented a floor plan drawing of projected plans to 
remodel and accommodate the county extension office relocation to the site.  Daleiden asked about staffing 
needs with regards to future growth plans and Chur noted she didn’t see any significant changes in the coming 
years.  Chur spoke with the group about needs in the kitchen for food prep and identified needs for more 
counter space and a dedicated refrigerator.  Mattice noted several items in the shop areas needing to be 
addressed in addition to the building shell & office area remodel, many of which were also in the 2014 study.  
Given a lengthy list of deferred maintenance, safety, and floor plan items to address, along with calendar year 
budget considerations, a prioritization list was discussed as an important item to develop before moving 
forward. 
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5-17-16 Building Committee Minutes (cont.): 
Recommendation:  
Daleiden and Potter recommended obtaining a price from Larson Associates to formally draw and review the 
suggested floor plan modifications for compliance.  Wilczek will pursue pricing for professional architect 
services, window replacement options, control joint & door caulking, and updated roof replacement pricing to  
include a metal option in lieu of asphalt shingles.  Mattice will be put together a prioritized list of shop items 
and gathering pricing for those projects for consideration.   

(End of 5-17-16 Building Committee Minutes)  
 
SCHEDULE CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS NEGOTIATIONS STRATEGY 
On a motion by Husom, second by Daleiden, all voted to schedule a Closed Session of the Negotiation Committee 
on 6-27-16 at 10:30 A.M. 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE / ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES 
1. River Rider.  Sawatzke said the Sherburne County Administrator indicated he hasn’t heard anything from 

the State since last meeting with them about three weeks ago.  Potter said that at a meeting at the Capital 
two weeks ago, Tom Godfrey indicated a response should be received in about two weeks from then. 

2. Legislative Update.  Potter said the State did not pass the Transportation budget.  In House File 622, 
Corridors of Commerce was included. The question is why I-94 did not get included in the list of projects 
that would have been approved.  The I-94 Coalition has been contacting Legislators.  The best they can 
ascertain at this point is that I-94 may have been traded out for the Brockton Avenue Interchange, but 
they will need to get confirmation of that.  A Special Session may be called but is unsure whether the 
Governor will do that unless there is agreement on what they will accomplish.   

3. Local EMS.  Husom attended a meeting on 5-18-16.  Opiate use remains high.  The Narcan antidote is 
available through Marian Larson at the Central MN EMS.  The antidote is temperature sensitive so it can’t 
be left in a vehicle.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:18 A.M. 


