
 

 

 
 
 
APPROVED 9-20-16         WRIGHT COUNTY BOARD 
          MINUTES 
          SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 
           
The Wright County Board met in regular session at 9:00 A.M. with Sawatzke, Borrell, Daleiden, Husom, and Potter 
present.   
 
MINUTES 
Daleiden moved to approve the 9-06-16 County Board Minutes, seconded by Husom. The motion carried 5-0. 
 
AGENDA  
Potter moved to approve the Agenda, seconded by Daleiden. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Husom moved to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Potter, and the motion carried 5-0. 
A.  ADMINISTRATION  

1. Appoint Brian Hagen To The Water Management Task Force, Eff. 9-22-16 Through 12-31-17, City 
Administrator Appointment (Filling Vacancy Created By Mert Auger)   

B.  ADMINISTRATION  
 1. Schedule Owners Committee Meeting For 10-20-16 @ 10:00 A.M.  
C.  AUDITOR/TREASURER  
 1.     Approve Claims As Listed In The Abstract, Subject To Audit, For A Total Of $203,557.32 With 180 

Vendors And 253 Transactions 
D.  SHERIFF'S OFFICE  
 1.     Position Replacement: 
         A.     Deputy 
E.  SHERIFF'S OFFICE  
 1.     Refer To Personnel Committee Discussion RE:  Chief Deputy Wage  
 
TIMED ITEMS 
 
BOB HIIVALA, AUDITOR/TREASURER  
Authorize Return Of Funds Given To The Cafeteria Plan 
Tammi Vaith, Chief Deputy Auditor/Treasurer, explained the County switched from TASC to SelectAccount in 
March 2015.  At that time, the Board approved a temporary transfer of $50,000 to the Cafeteria Plan to cover 
employee expenses until there were adequate funds to draw from.  Previously, TASC covered these expenses and 
were paid back as funds were withheld from employees’ checks.  Borrell moved to approve the fund transfer and 
to return the funds to the account they were drawn from.  The motion was seconded by Husom and carried 5-0.  
  
Approve 1 Day to 4 Day Temporary On Sale Liquor License for the Clearwater American Legion 
The event is scheduled for 10-01-16 at the Clearwater Rodeo Grounds in Clearwater Township.  Vaith said 
Clearwater Township approved the License at their meeting last evening.  On a motion by Potter, second by 
Daleiden, all voted for approval of the License. 
 
ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
RESOLUTION SETTING THE DRAFT 2017 BUDGET AND CERTIFIED LEVY (KELLY)  
Lee Kelly, County Coordinator, presented a resolution to adopt the draft 2017 Budget and Certified Levy.  The draft 
Budget is proposed at $113,868,869 and the draft Levy at $58,191,277 (4.99% increase over 2016).  Discussed 
during Budget Sessions was the impact of a premium reduction in short and long term disability line items.  Kelly 
stated that is estimated at only $3,000.  Staff will continue to double check budget figures for accuracy.  The final 
2017 Budget and Certified Levy will be adopted in December.  Daleiden made a motion to adopt Resolution #16-53 
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setting the draft 2017 Budget at $113,868,869 and the draft Levy at $58,191,277.  The motion was seconded by 
Potter and carried 5-0 on a roll call vote. 
 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE / ADVISORY BOARD UPDATES 
1. Public Works Labor Management Meeting.  Husom attended the meeting on 9-08-16.  Kraus Anderson has a 

new Project Manager for the Highway Department Project who is working on outstanding items.   
2. Safe Communities of Wright County.  Husom said the group is looking into purchasing cell phone sleeves for 

teens.  The sleeve would prevent signals to cell phones in an effort to prevent distracted driving.  Once pulled 
from the sleeve, the cell phone has all information on messages and callers.  Surveys indicate the majority 
polled feel drivers should not be allowed to talk while driving.  Minnesota Safety Council is looking at 
legislation on how to address distracted driving.  EMS/Allina is getting 30 new ambulances designed for crew 
safety.   

3. Central MN Jobs & Training Services.  CMJTS received a $600,000 grant awarded by Wal-Mart (two-year 
grant).  CMJTS is one of 10 sites in the nation to receive this retail award.  Job statistics were discussed by the 
group, noting that 1 in 5 jobs relate to retail.   

4. Great River Regional Library.  The GRRL had a fire at the St. Cloud location about a month ago with repair 
estimates at about $500,000.  The building is owned by the City of St. Cloud.  Bids are due 9-16-16.  Insurance 
is through MCIT and the League of MN Cities.  Hours at the Waite Park and Clearwater locations have been 
increased to accommodate patrons.  It may be mid to the end of October before the work is complete at the 
St. Cloud location.   

5. Owners Committee.  Potter stated there are outstanding items including: 
A.  The concrete under the doors slopes inside.  One solution being reviewed is using epoxy under doors.  
B. Drains are being replaced in the tempered storage area.  The challenge is what to do in the mechanical 

area due to in-floor heat.  A solution is being sought with the manufacturer.   
C. Roof.  Kelly said that Central Roofing was out last week and the rolling solution appears to be working.  

Some areas will need to be completely removed and new sheets put in.  Sawatzke said leaks into the 
building occurred as a roof cap was not installed potentially because of a wrong roof cap.  He said they 
made it clear at the last meeting that this is not acceptable.  Kelly said the most recent update is that the 
roof cap has been installed and the sod laid.  The Commissioners agreed that even if there was an 
incorrect roof cap, there should have been something temporary in place.  Discussion followed on 
potential damage and the importance of testing, and an extended warranty or longer monitoring period.   

D. Hoses.  The water hoses are inadequate and reels will need to be replaced.  It appears specifications were 
not drawn up properly.  The specifications required a certain type of reel but not a certain size.  After 
discussion, it was decided that Daleiden will visit with Highway Department staff about the use of a 
booster pump.   

 Sawatzke said the good news is that there are viable options on 2-3 of the mentioned issues.  There will be no 
cost to the County on the concrete cut.  Daleiden said they learned that plastic wrap was left on the grates 
when the concrete was poured, and the thickness of the plastic wrap was not consistent.   

6. Dickinson Solar Project.  A dedication ceremony will be held on 9-16-16 at 1:00 P.M. at 2769 Deadrick Avenue 
Southeast, Buffalo.  It is the largest solar installation owned by Minnesota electric cooperatives.   

7. River Rider.  Sawatzke has not heard anything from the State.  He will follow up with a phone call to the 
Attorney.   

8. Parks Commission Meeting.  Daleiden attended a meeting on 9-12-16 at the YMCA building.  The older chalet 
building has been taken down at Bertram Park.  Current work at the Park includes expansion of the 
turnaround and roadway coming into Bertram.  A triathlon held at the Park included mountain biking with 150 
participants.  Monticello also held a cross country meet.  The Parks Commission has decided to try something 
different next year with Collinwood and Schroeder Parks campground schedules.  Those campgrounds will 
open one week later and close one week later.  Sawatzke volunteered for the Blazin’ through Bertram Phillip 
LaVallee Memorial Run event which included a 4-mile run and 2.5-mile walk.   

9. SWCD.  Borrell attended a SWCD Meeting on 9-12-16 where Kerry Saxton announced his retirement, effective 
1-01-17.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:42 A.M. 


