
The Wright County Sheriff’s Office is in the process of exploring the use of 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (U.A.V.) by law enforcement. The Sheriff’s Office would 

like to determine if the acquisition of this technology would benefit the mission of 

the Wright County Sheriff’s Office. This technology would be used to enhance the 

Sheriff’s Office’s ability to protect lives and property when other means and 

resources are not available or are less effective. 

Several factors have influenced the decision to explore the utilization of 

these devices. The biggest and most important factor is U.A.V. technology for 

public safety. The Wright County Sheriff’s Office has been tasked several times in 

the last several years in coordinating and attempting to locate missing people. 

This task, however not new to the Sheriff’s Office, is extremely time sensitive. The 

utilization of this technology would help the Sheriff’s Office immensely in covering 

large, often difficult to search, areas and hopefully speed up the process of 

locating missing persons. 

This technology has also shown to be extremely beneficial to other Law 

Enforcement agencies in the documentation and mapping of large outdoor crime 

scenes as well as accident scenes. These scenes at the present moment take an 

extreme amount of time to document and the utilization of U.A.V. technology not 

only cuts the amount of time needed to document a scene but also delivers a 

much better product. Mapping software that would be utilized with the U.A.V. 

would allow our Office the ability to examine entire crime scenes or accident 

scenes long after the scene has changed.  

The implementation and use of this technology by Public Safety is growing 

rapidly as the technology continues to show its value in saving lives, time, and 

resources. Recent life saving incidents in and around Minnesota show that this 

technology can save lives and can save precious time in locating lost and missing 

persons. One of several incidents include an incident on 09/17/16 when the 

Anoka County Sheriff’s Office located a 65 year old man and his dog who had 

wondered into waist high water in a large wildlife management area. The use of 

their recently obtained U.A.V. technology quickly located the man and assisted 

rescuers in getting to the man quickly. 

If acquired, the Sheriff’s Office would designate specific trained staff to 

operate and maintain this technology. These members would be trained in the 



safe use of the U.A.V. and would be familiar with and follow all laws, rules, 

policies, and procedures put in place by the Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA), the Federal Government, the State of Minnesota, and the Wright County 

Sheriff’s Office. 

For further information please contact the Sheriff’s Office at 763-682-1162.  

 

 

 

 

 


