
December 12, 2016 

       The regular meeting of the Buffalo Township board was called to order 

by Chairman Donald Schmidt at 7:00 p.m. Other board members in 

attendance were Colleen Ernesti, Terry Weese and Tom Kleist. Ruth Jans,  

Troy Ordorff, Joel & Kelly Cornell, Howard Paumen, Jamie Stevens, Dan 

DeWitte, Eric Kunkel and Josh Hinton were also in attendance. 

       We recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

       Tom Kleist Clerk/Treasurer read the minutes from the November 14, 

2016 meeting. Motion was made by Terry Weese and seconded by Colleen 

Ernesti to accept the minutes as read. Motion carried 3-0.  

       Motion was made by Colleen Ernesti and seconded by Terry Weese to 

accept the treasurer’s report as written. Motion carried 3-0.  

       The Supervisors along with Bob Ruppe will be meeting with the City of 

Buffalo on Wednesday, December 14 at 4:00 pm at Buffalo City Hall to 

discuss the red lined annexation agreement received back from the City.  

       The Supervisors will discuss the Fire Contract with John Harnois in 

January.  The Board has issues with the contract relating to pricing, 

indemnification and the termination clause that John appears to be 

unwilling to discuss.   

       Due to winter weather conditions the Davern road project will continue 

in Spring 2017. 

       Colleen Ernesti has taken photos of the refuse at 5379 Darrow Ave 

NE. Tom and Colleen will draft a letter to the resident requesting the refuse 

be cleaned up by June 15, 2017 or the matter will be turned over to the 

County. 

          Joel Cornell was present for a second time to discuss rezoning PID 

#202-000-054404 from Ag to Commercial for establishing a Self-Storage 

Facility located just west of Hwy. 25 on 50th St NE. Current plans would 

have the facility open from 6:00 am to 11:00 pm with motion censored 

lights. After a lengthy discussion the Board determined that the property is 

located close enough to Hwy 25 and may be suitable for commercial 

property and the fact that nearby neighbors do not seem to oppose the 

project. The Board would like to see a total plan for the property including 

setbacks, location and size of berms, location of trees, driveway entrance, 

lights, location and number of buildings and a description of any outside 



storage including type and quantity. Joel mentioned he would have the info 

and present at the January 9th township meeting. 

         The Board member will review and discuss the Sign Certification 

Policy and Retroreflectivity Testing Procedure at the January meeting.  

       Donald Schmidt and Terry Weese will look into clearing trees/brush 

that is obstructing the view of Stop Signs at 30th and Edmonson and 5th and 

Farmington. 

       Tom Kleist met with the resident at 4171 Dalton Ave NE to discuss the 

amount of cars/trucks being stored on the property. Tom reported that as of 

Monday December 12th the cars/trucks have been removed. A Thank You 

letter will be sent. 

       The Board reviewed the 2018 and 2019 Assessment Services 

Agreement received from the Wright County Assessor’s office. The service 

will cost the township $12,339 in 2018 and $12,876 in 2019. This is 

approximately a $1,800 increase in cost from the last agreement. The 

board discussed that the county has not had a rate increase in over ten 

years, that the county needs to replace antiquated software and the cost to 

hire an outside firm to conduct our assessments would be much higher. A 

motion was made by Colleen Ernesti and seconded by Terry Weese. 

Motion carried 3-0.  

       The township received the Buffalo Fire Departments charges for 2017. 

Cost to the township will be $$82,913.27 in 2017 up from $81,706 in 2016. 

Our charge is based on number of calls to the township and the market 

value of structures in the township.  The following is a cost breakdown of 

the township 2016 fire calls:       

Type of Call Location Cost/Type 

Alarm system activation, no fire, unintentional CR 34 $16,904.70  

Alarm system activation, no fire, unintentional 5549 35th St NE 
 Alarm system activation, no fire, unintentional 863 Ebersol Ave NE 
 Alarm system activation, no fire, unintentional 3819 40th St NE 
 Alarm system activation, no fire, unintentional 2048 Division St. NE 
 Alarm system activation, no fire, unintentional 5571 Canterbury Ave. NE 
 

   Arcing shorted electrical equipment 40th St NE $5,634.90  

Arcing shorted electrical equipment 2459 58th St NE 
  

 
  



Authorized controlled burn CR 34 $16,904.70  

Authorized controlled burn 40th St NE 
 Brush or brush and grass mixture fire 2525 50th St NE 
 Cultivated trees or nursery stock fire 3663 CR34 NE 
 Grass fire 3193 Edmunson Ave NE 
 Unauthorized burn 3372 Adair Ave NE 
 

   Building fire 3659 40th St NE $14,087.25  

Combustible/flammable gas/liquid 3184 Afton Ave NE 
 Off road vehicle or heavy equipment fire 1814 47th St NE 
 Passenger vehicle fire Hwy 25 
 Passenger vehicle fire 4762 CR 12 N 
 

   Medical assist, assist EMS crew 1827 44th St NE $8,452.35  

Medical assist, assist EMS crew 505 Christian Ave NE 
 Medical assist, assist EMS crew 924 37th St NE 
 

   Motor vehicle accident with injuries 50th St NE $14,087.25  

Motor vehicle accident with injuries Edmunson 
 Motor vehicle accident with injuries Braddock Ave NE 
 Motor vehicle accident with no injuries 5743 Edmunson Ave NE 
 Motor vehicle accident with no injuries CR 34 
 

   Power line down 4070 50th St NE $2,817.45  

   Water & ice related rescue ? $2,817.45  

  
$81,706.05  

 

2016 Fire Charge: $81,706 

2016 Fire Calls: 29 

Cost per call $2,817.45 

  

       Correspondence was reviewed. 

       Motion was made by Donald Schmidt and seconded by Terry Weese 

to approve claim numbers 6039 through 6056 for $38,591.06. Motion 

carried 3-0.  

       Motion was made by Colleen Ernesti and seconded by Terry Weese to 

adjourn the meeting. Motion carried 3-0. Meeting was adjourned at 9:05 

p.m.    

Attest: Tom Kleist, Clerk/Treas. Donald Schmidt, Sup. / Chairman 1/9/2017 



        

 


