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Wright County Human Services 
Child Foster Care 

The way we care for our children…especially those needing extra 
support…may be the most telling measure of how we are doing as a 
society, as a community.  Your contribution in that regard…for being 
standard bearers of our social well-being…leaves me brimming with 
admiration and gratitude.  It is a highlight in my work to represent an 
agency that partners with you in these vital efforts. 
 
Fairly new to the directorship of Human Services in Wright County, a 
welcome revelation has been the obvious passion and professionalism 
surrounding our work together in providing foster care.  This worthy thing 
we do is directly tied to our agency mission:  
 

“Strengthening Community… 
Supporting Health and Well-Being… 

Serving Basic Human Needs.” 
 

Take a look at those words again.  They were carefully 
chosen…powerful…considered by all our agency staff to reflect our agency 
purpose.  See how clearly your role, your contribution, your compassion, 
your work with us, exudes the essence of this mission? 
 
We are part of a team that knows every child has a right to a safe and 
nurturing environment.  I want you to contemplate your role on that team 
with special attention paid to the fact that, while providing foster care is 
an act of selflessness requiring significant internal fortitude and personal 
emotional investment, you do not do it in isolation, disconnected or 
unsupported.  You are backed by a mighty mission. 
 
Thanks for helping to ensure that every child’s need for secure haven and 
a healthy family life is met.  Go forward proudly, taking care of yourself 
for the sake of the vulnerable children you choose to love, feeling the 
support of all that is team and community and mission around you, and 
knowing that you make an enormous difference.  All the best to each of 
you, and to the children we care for.   
 

~ Jay A. Kieft, Wright County Human Services Agency Director 
 
 
 

Wright County’s Mission 
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When children leave their families and move into a foster home, this is a time of significant 
stress and turmoil for children.  It is our role to support these children and offer them the best 
care possible until they can safely return home.  This is why Wright County Human Services 
takes the task of “matching” so seriously.   
 
Matching is a key component for successful placements.  When a child needs to move into a 
foster home, many variables are considered before contacting a particular foster home.  Social 
workers assess the child’s current situation and prioritize what needs of the child are most 
critical.  First and foremost, we will match a child with a foster home that is able to meet the 
child’s emotional and behavioral needs.  Often we have more than one foster home that could 
successfully care for the child.  Next, we consider additional variables that may be important 
for the child.  For example, if the child’s school support is very strong and this is an important 
factor for the child’s success, we may attempt to find a home in that child’s current school 
district.  We also consider how the child’s needs could impact each foster home and other 
children already placed in the home.  For example, we would not place a physically or sexually 
aggressive child in a home where there are younger children or potentially vulnerable 
individuals.  Other aspects frequently considered include: previous placement history, 
transportation needs (school, appointments, visitation, etc), cultural issues, personality 
traits/characteristics, and foster parent’s parenting style.  Because each child has different 
needs, the matching criteria must be individualized and discussed on a case by case basis.  So as 
we say, “It is all about the match.” 

In general the majority of child foster care payments are considered reimbursement for services 
provided and therefore not seen as taxable income.   
 
However, respite care is considered income and needs to be reported at tax time.  If you 
received payment from Wright County for providing respite care and the amount exceeds $650.00 
in a calendar year, you will receive a 1099.  If you provide respite care for a child in another 
foster home, you will generally receive payment from the primary provider, the agency will not 
be involved.  Please discuss these payments with your tax professional. 
 

Please consult your tax professional for more specific information.   
Wright County Human services cannot provide tax law advice or interpretation. 

 
http://www.irs.gov 

http://taxes.state.mn.us/Pages/index.aspx 
 

 
 

Tax Time 

Process for Placing Children into Foster Care 

 
 

 

Have you checked out the Child Foster Care page on the Wright County website lately? 

New information is added to the Provider Corner on a regular basis! 

If you have a helpful resource or website that you would like to share, contact Jill or Kris. 

 

http://www.co.wright.mn.us/department/humanservices/childfoster.asp 

http://taxes.state.mn.us/Pages/index.aspx
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2013 Legislative Changes 
 
Every year the MN State Legislature makes revisions to laws pertaining to child foster care 
licensure.  At this time, Wright County Human Services is waiting for clarification from the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) regarding how to implement these specific changes.  Once we 
receive guidance from DHS, we will be sending detailed information to you as providers.  It is your 
responsibility to review this information and comply with any new requirements.  As always, feel 
free to contact your licensor with any questions you may have.  We want to make sure you feel 
confident incorporating any new expectations into your daily routines.  Please watch for this 
information in the mail and via email.   
 

Minnesota Rule Parts ~ 2960.3000-2960.3340 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/rules/?id=2960 

Minnesota Statute ~ 245A Human Services Licensing 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=245a 
Minnesota Statute ~ 245C Background Studies 
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=245c 

 
 
 

 
 

Resource Library 

 
 
The following are two great resources available for providers to check out!   
 
Behavior with a Purpose by Richard Delaney and Charley Joyce 
Behavior with a Purpose provides a practical understanding of and clinically relevant interventions 
for common problems of youth in adoptive, foster and kinship homes. Specific attention is placed 
on food hoarding, wetting, defiance, lying, stealing and negative attention seeking behavior. The 
book also explains how the positive intent of adoptive, foster and kinship parents can often work at 
cross purposes with the motivations of the child. Numerous case examples illustrate the dynamics 
of a problem. The book firmly endorses the healing power of the family and is written from a 
strengths-based perspective. 
 
The Boy Who was Raised as a Dog by Bruce Perry and Maia Szalavitz 
As stated by one of our own foster parents… 
“A psychiatrist talks about different children’s cases, how he helped all different kids of 
traumatized kids.”  The piece that stood out for this foster parent was “That the most important 
time is being an infant and receiving love in order to have healthy and adult relationships with 
others.”  The foster parent quoted the book regarding children who have experienced trauma, 
“They prefer the certainty of misery to the misery of uncertainty.”  The foster parent explains by 
stating, “Kids stay in their abusive situations because it’s all they know…it’s normal for the kids 
when they have nothing to compare it to.” 
 

The Resource Library list is available under Provider Corner on the Foster Care website 

http://www.co.wright.mn.us/department/humanservices/cfcprovidercorner.asp 
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Help Me Grow 

 
 

Trauma Affects Development Throughout the Lifespan 
What is trauma?  How does it affect the children in your home?  How does it affect you?  Wright 
County Human Services staff attending a workshop by Michele Fallon, LICSW, IMH-E, focused on 
trauma, children and how trauma affects development.  The handouts found at the end of this 
newsletter will be a tool to assist you when working with the children in your home.  For an 
overview, see the handout titled, “Trauma Affects Development Throughout the Lifespan”. 
 
You can do a great deal to help children regulate their feelings by what you say and how you say 
it.  Not sure what to say to a children who may not be feeling safe in your home, try, “I will keep 
you safe.”  The message that you are sending is that this is a safe place.  What about transition 
times, “In two more minutes, it will be time to stop ___ so we can go ___.”  The message that 
you are sending is the world is a safe and predictable place.  For other ideas, see the handout 
titled “Organizing Language for [Stressed] Children”.  
 
When words don’t work and a child is upset, your physical presence and body language becomes 
more important than your words.  Staying calm, close by, or singing softly will be invaluable.  
You will be showing the child that you will not abandon them in difficult times, momentary rage 
doesn’t result in rejection, feelings can be contained and not derail the competency of my 
caregiver, and calm comes after the storm. 
 
Foster parents are an important piece of the team!  When reflecting on the rest of the players, 
ask yourself these questions:  What’s it like to be this child?  What’s it like to be this parent?  
What is it like to be me in this situation?  What is the meaning of my presence to this family?  
Where do I see suggestions of possible trauma?  How am I attending to these relationships?  See 
the handout titled “The Perspective Pyramid:  Attending to All the Perspectives In the Context of 
Trauma”. 
 
With each child that comes into your home, recognize you play a vital role in being able to help 
the family heal from the trauma in their lives. 
 

“A child’s ability to cope with stress in the early years has consequences for physical and 
mental health through life.” ~ Center on the Developing Child 

 
 

 

Every child develops as they grow. Sometimes we wonder is this normal?  When there is doubt a 
child should be tested.  A Child and Teen Checkup include a developmental screening.  Please 
refer parents to the Help Me Grow information on the MN Department of Health website or 
contact your local Public Health Office, a Public Health Nurse will refer the child. There is also 
the ParentsKnow website for development information.  
 

For questions regarding this program please call: 
Patty Malecek, Wright County Public Health 

763-682-8921 or toll free 1-800-362-3667 
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fh/mcshn/ecip.htm 

 
Please see attached flyer for more information 

 
 

 
 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/fh/mcshn/ecip.htm
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Community and School Violence 
 
With the recent incidents of school violence and ongoing community violence, the children in our 
lives may have varying responses to these events.  The National Child Traumatic Stress Network 
(NCTSN), offers valuable information on how children react to a traumatic event and how you may 
respond. 
 
“A fundamental goal of parenting is to help children grow and thrive to the best of their potential. 
Parents anticipate protecting their children from danger whenever possible, but sometimes serious 
danger threatens, whether it is manmade, such as a school shooting or domestic violence, or 
natural, such as a flood or earthquake. And when a danger is life-threatening or poses a threat of 
serious injury, it becomes a potentially traumatic event for children. 
 
By understanding how children experience traumatic events and how these children express their 
lingering distress over the experience, parents, physicians, communities, and schools can respond 
to their children and help them through this challenging time. The goal is to restore balance to 
these children’s lives and the lives of their families.” 
 

Please see the attached handout out regarding this topic for children of all ages. 
 

http://www.nctsn.org/ 
 
 
 

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill except for learning 

how to grow in rows.  

 

~ Doug Larson 

Ideas, Thoughts, Comments? 

Do you have anything you would like to see covered in the next Child Foster Care newsletter?  Do 
you have any questions for the licensing team?   
 
We are looking for newsletter topics and would appreciate any ideas you have.  Please contact 
Jill or Kris with ideas, thoughts, or comments. 
 
 
 

 

http://www.nctsn.org/





















